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Proceedings attendant upon the induction of 

Hon. Robert Van Pelt as a Judge of the United States 

District Court, at Lincoln, Nebraska, commencing at 

10:15 o'clock i. m., on Thursday, August 1, 1957. in the 

courtroom of the United States District Court. 

Courtroom seating and arra.ngements as directed . 

by United States Marshal William Raab. 

Entrance upon the bench of the Hon. Joseph W. 

Woodrough and Harvey M. Johnsen, judges of the United 

States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit~ 

Mon. Richard E. Robinson, Chief Judge, a.nd John W. 

Delehant. Judge (retlr@d) of the United States District 

Court, District of Nebraska. 

Court WQ.$ formally opened by the marshal. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: Ladies and gentlemen, the 

court is convened for the solemn a.nd pleasant purpose of 

the taking of the oath of the judge of this court t a duly 

designated mem bel' of the bar of the court. As the nature ! 

of the ceremony will be distinctively judicial, 1 am sure 

that 1 need not remind you that the exhibition of any 

applause or demonstration would be inappropriate. 

I am lnformed tha.t the Honorable RObert 

Van Pelt, a member ot the bar of this court, has been 

nominated as a judge of this court in succession to the 

former chief judge, the Hon. John W. Delehant, now 
~~-------------~---- -----~--------~-----~ 
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retired, ~nd that his nomination has been confirmed. 

Recognizing Mr. Van Pelt, 1 now inquire whether that 

understanding is correct. 

NIR. VAN PELT: That is conect. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: Mr. Van Pelt, have you 

received and do you now have ln your possession your 

for11lal commission as a Judge of this court? 

MR.. VAN PELT: t do. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: Will you present the 

commission to the clerk, and upon its delivery wUl the 

clerk read the commission? 

(Whereupon the Clerk of the District Court :read 

the commission. ) 

Mr. Van Pelt. 1 now inquire of you whether 

you are prepared and now desire to take the oaths 

approp:riate to your office. 

l\.1R. VAN PELT: 1 am so prepared and now 

desire to take the appropr1t:lte Oaths. 

JUDGE ROBlNSON: Anticipating such a response, 

I have r~$peatfully requested Judge Dele.hant to OOminister 

the oaths, ,and all persons tn the courtroom will s$Wld 

while the oaths are being admintste~ed. 

(Whereupon Judge Delehant adm inistered the 

respective oaths, and Mr • Van PeJt executed them and the 

accompanying affidavits. ) 
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Mr. Van Pelt, 1 now respectfully ask you 

to assume the robe of your office, assisted by your son, 

Samuel Van Pelt. 

(Ceremony Of robing. ) . 

Judge Van Pelt, now es¢orted by the 

Marshal, you will assume your position upon the bench. 

(Whereupon Judge Van Pelt assumed the bench.) 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is appropriate that 

though quite briefly. remarkS fitting the occasion be 

offered by the selected group of gentlemen who are 

present here this morning. It is my privUei,e to invite 
" 

them to speak. 

Th@ new judge will have occagiion to have 

frequent contact with the United States Attorney's office. 

1 now present to him Mr. William C. Spire, preSent 

United States Attorney for the District of Nebraska. 

MR. WILLIAM C. SPIRE: May it pleQSe the 

Court, and Judge Van Pelt. 

On behalf of the Depa.rtment of Justice t the 

staff of the United States Attorney's office for this 

district, and certainly for myself, I extend our sincere 

cong-tatulations and our best wishes to you for many 

years of service. As Judge RObinson has observed t we 

are in close and daily contact with the court. We welcome I 

I 
.---.-------.------.---.. ---.---. -----------------------------i------
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thts cOming association with you, sir t and lOOk forward to , 

being privileged to serve with you. 

JUDGE ROBiNSON: The next gentleman whom i 

shall call on is president Of the Lincoln Bar Association, 

of which Judge Van Pelt is a member. Mr. Frederick 

Patz. 

MR. FREDERICK J. PATZ: May it pleu~ the 

c<>unJ Your Honor, Judge Van Pelt: 

It is with a keen sense of persQn~l pride that 

1. as President of the Lincoln Bar Association, and on 

behalf of that association, welcome you, Judg~ Van Pelt, 

to this newly ... appointed position as Judge of the United 

States District Court. When we learned of your 

appointment we wet'e very pleased. We congratulate you, 

and we extend to you our best wishes for a happy a.nd 

successful execution of your dutiesq 

The members of the bar know that thiS high 

poSition is _ Qne of the most honorable and dignified to 

whioh a l~wyer could be appointed. Your broad 

acquaintance with the life Qf this community and our state 

and your d$ep concern and interest in the welfare of Our 

country and our state and your deep concern and interest 

in the welfare. of Our country hU made your a.ppointment 

a. moat happy-one. We lawyers who have b4d. contact with 

you in our practice can franldy and honestly say tbatyou 
-~----------~------~---~----t---------
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have always conducted yourself and your pracUce on a 

high plane and i.n the highe$t traditions of our prof<-;ssJ.oo, 

You have been an active member of our association; you 

are one of our past preaidents; you have gaIned our re$pect i 

and our aifection. 

You know, i am sure, that: you are 

succeeding one ot the finest men of aU judges tht$ court 

has ever had, and we take this opportunity ro thallk His 

Honor, Judge Delehant, for the many courtesies Iw has 

OO$towed upon our association. We are confident. h()w¢ve:r~ 
i 
I 

that we sball again have as a judge of this honorable court I 

So gentleman, a. man of honor, with legal ability and a 

k~en sense of justice. 

Judge Van Pelt, you have h<.mored yourself. 

and you have honored our association. We sayagllill; 

welcome, congratulations» and best wishes. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: 1 shalt now call upon Mr Q 

Edward O. Garvey, ()f Omaha, Nt.\lbraska, to respt)nd for 

the Omaha Bar Association. 

MR. GARVBY: Honorable judges, fellow 

members of the bar, ladi~s a.nd gentlemen, friend$ of 

Judge Van Pelt: 

On behalf of the Omaha Bar Association, 

Judge Van Pelt, it is a r.eal pleasure and privilege to have 

the oppottunity of congratulating you and complimenting 
--.------------~--.-----.------ .. --- ...... --.~.----------------~----·-----------.. ---r--~------
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you upOn the assumption Of your duties as United States 

District judge. The Omaha Bar Association h&$ the 

highest respect and esteem for your abilitit;l$ and 

6lq)erJence, and we pledge ()tirselves to do everything 

~ssible to make your duties most pleasant. We h~ that 

you will be with us a long time, Judge Van Pelt~ and kO(1W 

thlt your work w111 be outstanding. Mtty we wish you the 

hest of everything. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: As the lawyers all well know, 

In Nebraska now and for Bome years we have had the 

lntegrated bar. It is my pleasure this morning to cal! 

upon Mr. Barton ~uhns. President of the Nebraska Bar 

Association. 
i 

MR. BARTON K. KUHNS: May it please the court. I 

Last Sunday afternoon July 28th. ~t 4 p. tn.. Greenwich 

Time, there gathered at Runnymede in Surrey County ~ 

England. several thousand American lawy~r$ to 

cOmmemorate tbe signing there in 1215 of the Magna 

Charta. AmQng the reaolutiQns contained in the Magl'ul 

Ch4rta, setUng{orth the promises made by King John, was I 

the foUQWlng: I 

nWe will not matte a.ny justiciaries but ftom 1[1 

those who und@t'stand the law of the realm and a.re well 

d"Qnt"tCOl""'" '" At... ... ~ 1-t It I - It;.1'y .... l?~ 1.0 vLM-e;.;ve •. I 

Judge Van Pelt, the Nebraaka. State Bar I 

---------------------------------------------------~-----~--------~--------
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Association is honored to join in this happy occasion. 742 

)I\~al'$ since the signing of the Magna Charta, to honor you 

as a member of our bar who so com.pletely C:OOfOtTilS to 

the principles of the Magna Charta in being a justiciary 

who understands the law of the realm and 11;3 well disposed 

The purposes of the Nebraska State Eat 

Association, as outlined in the preamble of our rules, are 

the advane,ement of the administration of jU$tiee according 

to law, the advancement of the honoi:' and digntty of the 

legal profession, the encouragement of cordial 

intercourse among the members. and the impravernel1t of 

the setvl¢6 rendered the pUblic by the bench and bar. It 

seems to me very fitting _ and proper tlutt the N~braska. 

State Bat Association should have this opportunity to pay 

tribute to one of our members who has in all respects 

abided so faithfully throughout your years of practice by 

the announced purpose$ of our association. As an 

integTtfted bar it is of ex~teme importance to all of the 

lawyers of this stllte that ottr judicial offiC6$ be occupied 

by men for whom the member$ of the bar uniformly have 

the highest degr~e Qf respect and cordbuity. White the 

Nebraska State Bar Association as such. of course, c~n 

cl~Umno cr@dit for the excellenee of the aele¢tion of the 

federal judges who Serve us, we can e"pr~s$ our I 
-~ --------------------------------------1-----------
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wholehearted appreciatioJlof the selection of such well 

qualified judges as have been chosen to occupy these 

pla.ees ()f high honor and distinction. 

The membership of the Nebri;1ska $t~te Bar 

Association l$ well aWi:lre of the unselfish service which 

Judge Van ~lt has rendered in the counsels of the 

association form3lty years, serving as chairman and 

member of a number of our important eommitt~e$ guiding 

the destinies of our assoelation. Among tbe more rooent i 

notable of these f of course J has been the ael'Vl¢e of Judge 

Van Pelt as chalrmtiln of our committees pertainmg .to the 

judiciary., and .this year as a. most valued metn~r of our 

Committee on Legislation. 

It is probably because the distinguiShed 

honor wl'dch comes to you, JUdge Van Pelt, is a life 

a.ppointm~nt and t therefore, seemS .to set the pattern for 

all your future labors; that there is a cel"tatn t.one of 

finality about anaccaston such as this. It has sOme 

aspects of a farewell gatbering to pay homage to a 

disdnguished citizen moving to a. foreign country. But 1 

think this is a wholly improper attitude; and if I may be 

pardpned on this occasion for referring to the Canons of I 

Judicial Ethics, they c'Otltain one provision to which it may I 

:: ::::::::::;:~;~ ;:;~~~;::~:--I--
I 
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relations of a Judge, states that, and 1 quote, "He should 

not'dlscollUnue his interest in or appearance at me~tings 

of mem~ta of the bat. tl t wel1rec~ll the QC.Casl0il, 

sevetal years a.go, when Judge Oelehant accompMied SOme 

of th~ other members of the association in an Institute on 

New Legislation, tr~tV'elling$cros$ the state, when Judge 

. Delehant so ably explained recently adopted legislation 

pertaining to discovery and interrogatories and other 

matters of practice in which new ly enacted statutes 

created a degree of conformity with the federal rules. 

More recently Judge Robinson, aware of the importance 

of our annual meeting to members of the bar, inquired 

of me as to the dates of our next annual meeting in order 

that he might avoid setting matters in court for hearing on 

those dates. Of course, no bar meeting seems complete 

to Nebraska lawyers without the presence of Judge 

Woodrough and Judge Johnsen. On behalf of the Nebraska 

State Bar Association, I am happy to elq)ress the 

confidence which our association has in your continued 

interest in tbe activities of our organization and our 

expectation of your continued presence at various 

functions of the bar. 

The members of the Nebraska State Bar 

Association are unanimous in their pride in our new 

United States District Judge. We feel that your 
,-~-,,-~ .. ~~- ..... ----- "._- .. --- '-~--.~ .... ----I~ .. --~- ,,--
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apPointment, while indeed a most distinguished honor for 

you. is also, because of your possession of all of those 

qualities of integ't'ity and know ledge and temperament 

which go to make an excellent judge, an honor to our 

association. We wish you the utmost in happiness and 

success in the future, and we pledge to you the support and 

respect of the bar which a worthy judge is entitled to 

expect from lawyers who may appear before him. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: The American Bar 

Association has taken note of this QCcasion today, and the 

president, who is in Europe, has designated Mr. George 

Turner to speak on his behalf. 

MR. GEORGE H. TURNER: May it please the 

court. The American Bar Association is very proud of 

the part it Is privileged to play through its standing 

Committee on the Federal Judiciary in the making of 

recommendations to the Department of Justice and to the 

Senate Judiciary Committee with respect to lawyers under 

conSideration for appointment to positions in the Federal 

Judiciary. The Committee consists of an outstanding 

lawyer from each of the 10 federal circuits and a 

chairman chosen at large. From a personal 

acquaintanceShip with most of the members of the 

Committee I can attest that each member represents the 

very finest ideals of our profession. 
--t+---~~~~ -------. ..~--~~~----~---------.----------------.---~-----.. ---.-~---~---j-----.... --. 
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The Committee on the Federal Judiciary, 

and tndeed,the American Bar Association itself, takes no 

part in furthering consideration by the PreSident of any 

individual for appointment to a federal court. Ita function 

is to make a searching investigation into the personal and 

professional background of persons being conSidered for 

appointment to important positions in the federal Judiciary 

and reporting its conclUSions. 

Every lawyer. as well as all other citizens, : 

has a. very real interest in seeing that none but the best 

qualified are appointed to our federal courts. When the 

name of a prospective appointee is submitted to the 

Committee for its recommendation it becomes the duty 

of the Committee to thoroughly investigate all phases of 

that person ~ slife; his habits: his reputation and his 

professional attainments and report its conclusion as to 

that person's fitness for the high office for which he is 

.being considered. 

It is not a pleasant task when a member of 

the Committee or the Committee as a whole is 

constrained to report unfavorably upon one being 

considered for judicial appOintment, for, almost without 

exception, the reports of the Committee have been 

respected by the Department of Justice and by the 

Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate. Conversely, I 
-.---------- ... -------------------~---+--------
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it Is a very happy experience when the Committee can; 

after thorough investigation, report that the lawyer under 

consideration is mentally, morally and professionally 

qualified to serve as a federal judge. 

In the ease of the one whose induction into 

office we observe today, a most thorough 1nYestigation 

was made by the Committee and happily a unanimous 

report of approval was submitted. This report was 

formulated after consideration of Judge Van Pelt's home 

life, his civtc activity and his preeminence in the p:taetice 

of bis profession as well as upon a determination of tbe 

esteem in which he has always been held by his friends, 

neighbors and fellow practitioners. 

The members of the Committee on the 

Federal Judiciary of the American Bar Asaociation take 

pleasure in having reported favorably on the 

nomination of Judge van Pelt to be United States District 

Judge and those of us who have enjoyed his friendship for 

a great many years know that the confidence reposed in 

him by the Committee is fully warranted. 

He has been an outstanding citiZen in his 

community; he has been active in his church and in the 

field of education and during the whole course of his 

career at the bar he has stood for those principles and 

ideals which make for greatness in his profession. 

i 

---------------------------------------------+-------

I 



! 
\ " 

r' 

I c _ 

9 

I 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 I 

17 

18 I 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

I 13 
! 

" " - ------ ------------+--"------

JUDGE ROBINSON: From the legislative branch 

of our government United States senators Hruska. and 

Curtis were anxious to be here and participate In the 

ceremony today. 1 need not confide in you that their time 

is well occupied in Washington at the present time. 

However, they have deSignated representatives to speak 

on their behalf today. I first call upon Mr. Guy Chambers, 

representing the Hon. Roman L. Hruska, United States 

Senator from Nebraska. 

MR. GUY C. CHAMBERS: May it please the 

court. The following telegram is addressed to me by the 

Hon. Roman L. HrUSka, United States Senator: 

ttBecause of continued official duties it will 

not be possible for me to attend the induction of the new 

federal judge in Lincoln tomorrow. 1 would very muth 

appreciate your appearance there and your reading on my 

behalf of the following statement: 

"May it please the court: The American 

citizenry generally, and members of the bar especially, 

the latter being themselves a very integral part of the 

judicial system, are aware of the imperative necessity of 

competent, high principled, and dedicated men for 

service on the bench. 

I 
""--"--"----------~--- -- "- ------------------"-------------1-------



r -.. 

I, 
i 
l .. 

I 
I. 

I ' .. 

I, 
j' 

: 
I 

'1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

... -----, 14 
. -,,_._._----.- ... ~.!- .... ---.--

"conscious of this fact and is guided accordingly. Tbis is 

reflected in the thorough and careful process at 

selection by which members of the federal judiciary-ate 

named, the Ufe tenure they are accorded, and the many 

safeguards which are placed to insure their ability to 

function fearlessly and impartially. 

"Those of us engaged in making law$ for 

the conduct of bUmanaffairs know full well that it is 

extremely difficult at best to achieve the declared and 

desired objectives of any legislation. It is not difficult to 

write the rule. Its application to specific facts however, 

often presents hard situations. Therefore. one oithe 

crucial parts of the process is to obtain services of the 

most highly qualified men available to preside at trials 

where such laws are appUedso that there can be 

reasonable assurance that their declared objectives can be 

approximated. 

"High quaUfication is based heavily on 

sound experience and GIl a wholesome character and 

temperament. These are found abundantly In the one who 

becomes a member of the federal judiciary today. He 

brings much to.the splendid line of judges who have 

heretofore graced the·Nebtaska federal.beneh, most 

recently and illustriously occupied by the new judge's 

immediate predecessor, who will continue SOme po:rtion 

-.---------------. -----~- -.. -- ... -- ---... ------------·-~----~-T---------
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rtof his judicial duties, we are happy to say. 

"To members of the bar l)resent here today, i 

1 want to say that you have produced and yielded from among 

your number one who is well fitted for his new post. All 

of us know that the administration of justice requires the 

utmost of understanding, cooperation, and good faith 

between bench and bar. 

"None of these will be lacking, 1 am 

confident, on the part of either the new judge or the 

members of the Nebraska bar. The real beneficiaries will 

i 

be citizens everywhere fat' this cause of good government 

advances well when our court system is one of competence' 

and of integrity. 

"In closing. I extend hearty congratulations! 

and the very best of wishes to Federal Disttlet Judge 

Robert Van Pelt. 

"Roman L. Hruska, U. S. Senator, 

Nebraska. ,t 

JUDGE ROBINSON: The Hon. Carl Curtis; United 

States Senator for Nebraska, has appointed Mr. Maurice 

s. ·H~velone to represent him. on this occaSion. The court 

now recognizes Mr. lievelone. 

MR. HEVllLONE: May it please the court. in 

addressing the court at this time, it is my privilege to 
. . I 

$peak not only for myself, as a member of the bar of this I 
._------------------_._--------- ----+---_ .. _--_ .. _-
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court, but also at the special request of Senator Carl T. 

Curtis, that I represent him on this occasion. He regrets 

that his duties in the continuing session of the Senate 

requite his presence in Washington. He has asked me to 

read this telegram. 

"It wUI be impossible for me to leave 

Washittgton to be present for the sweartng in ceremony of 

U. S. District Judge Robert Van Pelt on Thurs(tay, August 

1st. Important business on the floor of the Senate plue 

scheduled. sessions of the Senate Select Committee on 

LabOr-Management Practices requires that 1 be in 

Washington. 

t'Will you please extend my congratulations 

to Judge Van Pelt and give greetings to all members of the 

bar and bench who are present. 

"Our judicial branch as one of the three 

coordinate branches of out federal government has an 

important responsibility in forever perpetuating Out 

government of law and our American til ystem. r am 

confident that Judge Van Pelt and Judge Robinson and all the 

officers of the court in OUl' state of Nebraska will measure 

up to this responsibility in the highest tradition. 

"Carl T. Curtis, U. S. Senator. tt 

Both for Senator Curtis and myself. 1 wish 

for Judge Van Pelt a long and illustrious career on this 
.~-.-~~-~-------~-~~----.-.--- -.------.--------~---- --~-----
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JUDGE ROBINSON: I am sure aU those present 

today know Judge Van Pelt's great interest tn the University! 
- I 

of Nebraska law school, and it seems quite fitting, 

tberefore, that the $(Zhool should be represented on this 

occasion. It is now my pleasure to present Mt. E. O. 

Belsheim, Dean of the College of Law, University of 

Nebraska. 

MR. E. O. BELSHEIM: Niay it please the court. 

The faculty and student body of the College of Law jOin me 

in extending to you. Judge Van Pelt, our sincere 

congratulations. We ate confident that you will maintain 

the same high standards tor this court that have been set 

by your predecessor, Judge Delehant. We have enjoyed 

the association that has existed between us over the past 

eleven years, during willeh time you served as lecturer 

in the field of conveyances. While this appointment now 

comes to an end, we are hopeful that the associatiQn 

between us will remain as close as ever. We extelld to 

you our very best wishes during the years of service 

that lie ahead. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: As you aU well knOW, Judge 

Van Pelt for many years has been a very active td41 

lawyer in Lincoln and throughout the state of Nebraska. I 
------------------------~-------------~------------
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It seemS quite fitting" then, that Oil this occasiQn we should: 

have a response from the Hon. John L. Polk, District 

Judge of Lancaster County. Honorable John Polk. 

HON. JOHN L .. POLK: May it please the court, 

members of the bar, Judge Van Pelt! 

As a member of the judiciary before whom 

Robert Van Pelt has practiced law for many years, I feel 

I should make some observations on this occasion. In his : 

many years of practice he has always manifested in court 

the attributes and principles of conduct so admired bya

trial judge, namely, thoroughness of preparation, a.bility 

to discern and collate the issues of fact and law in a law 

suit, absolute fairness and honesty tn the pr@sentation of 

a. case, and the evincing of professional courtesy and 

standards of ethical practice advocated by the legal 

profession. 

We of the bench feel that the appointment of 

Robert Van Pelt is a distinct contribution to the 

administration of justice in this state. We feel that it is 

likewise a personal reward to him in recogrdtion of his 

many years of faitbful and honorable practice of law. To 

maintain the highest standards of ethical practice is not 

always easy_ It requires vigilance, perseverance, 

singleness of purpose, adherence at all Urnes to the 

baSic p1"lnclples of COtnmon honeSt~ ~proteSSI~nal .... . ~ .. __ 

I 
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makes them crooked. Robert Van Pelt has not drifted with i 

the current. He has shaped his course. He has fought 

the good fight. He is now rec~iving, and justly SO; the 

cap sheaf of his professional career. 

Permtt me if you will to reter to one of the 

great lawyers of all times, and one"'time member of the 

English judiciary. 1 refer to that great advaeate of 

individual rights and fearless judge, Lord COke of 

England. In early English history his controversy with the 

crown in defense of human Uberties is without parallel. 

This controversy involved for the most part his refusal to 

subOrdinate his sworn duties as a judge, as he conceived 

them, to the wblmsand caprices of the sovereign. 1 need 

not relate the threats that were made to him as the result 

of his stMwart refusal to compromise ptinciple as he 

perceived it to the dictates of despotic rulers. His 

resoluteness of purpose and adamacy remained firm and 

is best shown 1n his decision in Bonham 'a Case decided 

in 1610, where despite the attempted coerclonand threats 

of the crown ~nd contrary to its dictates. he deliveted his 

deci~don and in so doing said, "I will do that which 

becOmeth a ju4ge. tt 

R.obert Van Pelt, we of your local judiciary 

---------.. · .. -·------------------1--------. 
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jotn in the appreciation of your appointment to the federal 

bench of this state. We feel that your sterling character, 

your legal ability an4 principles of a.dvocacy have been 

justly recognized, and that you will in all your activities 

on the bench, flDo that which .becometh a judge. H 

JUDGE ROBINSON: The next man that tbe court 

wUl call upon certainly needs no introduction to this group. 

The former ehief judge of this district, the Honot'able 

John W. Delehant. Judge Delehant. 
. I 

HON. JOHN W. DELEHANT: Chief Judge RGbinso~, 

Jlldges Woodrough and Johnsen of the Court of Appeals. 

Judge Van Pelt, and friends of this court% 

May 1 be permitted briefly to signify my 

apprecia.tion of the high privilege that has been mine this 

morning. The administration of the oaths of offiee by a 

Judge of the United States District Court to' his successor 

in the judicial serv,jce Is itself a. comparatively t$re event. 

And for this opportunity to participate in it 1 am frankly 

grateful. 

But todayts oeremony has for me a special 

significance which a:ri$es out of the confldenfZt1; to which 

all Of us testify, in the abundant preparation and capacity 

for his poSition, of the newly qualified judge of this court& 

We who are allowed to serve in the federal Judiciary 

come, through the day by day performance of our duties, 
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humbly at'ld reverently to appraise the institution of which 

each of us is a part. We have a natural solicitude for its 

endurance, its integrity/ it$acknowledged~:wor'thine$;~. 

'rhus, despite hts awareness of his own !ruldequa.cies t 

each of us cherishes the hope that he may yield his gavel 

to one by whom the office he holds will be advanced in 

efficiency, in dignity, and in the general eeteem. So, 

today, confident that t shall reaU~e that hope, my 

dominant sentiment. in aU reverence, may be reflect~d 

in the prayer, unum dlmlttis servum tuum, Domine''. 

However, lest a mistaken inferen¢e be 

drawn ft'om that allusion. 1 hasten to add that, happily fOr 

me, my withdrawal frOm the active status will not involve 

my complete surrender of the judicial funattQJ:l. FOt what 

1 shQuld like to think will be several years, 1 shall continue 

to perform strictly judicial duties and, probably in large. 

measure, in the district of Nebraska. I e~ct, ther@iore, 

personally to Witness during that continuing interval of 

service, the full reaUzation of the hope whose 

entertainment I have just reflected. It was in that 

expeetation that 1 retired; and by it 1 am confirmed in my 

conviction of the prudence of that course. Judge Van Pelt, 

mine is a veryspeci41 and personal welcome to you. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: We are honored by the I 

prellence 011 the bench of two judges of the CBIIrt (If I 
I 

- -------------------------------------------------1-----------
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Appeals of the Eigbth Circuit. 1 shall novv call upOn the 

Honorable Harvey JOhnsen, Judge of the Court of Appeale 

of the Eighth Circuit. 

HON. HARVEY W. JOHNSEN: Judge Robinson, 

my brethren of the federal bench, and a special salutation 

to Judge Van Pelt. 

This occasion is one of complem~tltaty 

aspeets. It marks the yielding up by 'One judge Of the 

federal judicial post, duties a.nd responsibiUt1eliil, 

centered here at Lincoln, and the taking over Of thea~ 

things by another. 

It is not, however, our purpose today to 

deal with the matter of JudS-e Deleha-nt's retirement, but 

rather with the welcoming of Judge Van Pelt. I only 

mention Judge Delehant's name, because I think it adds 

an element of significance to the congratulations which are 

gathered to extend to judge Van Pelt. 

This JudicIal post at Lincoln haa a hist<>ty 

and a repute that ate unique among the federal district 

jUdgeships of the country. It has typified fot' 50 years, 

throughout the federal judicial system, the highest 

standard of service a.nd quality of work, which it is 

poasible for a trial court to give. 

That identification began to beeOme attached I 

to it with the appointment Of the Ilite Thomas C. Munger .• 
------------- -- -----------------------~----.-- -~-- ------1----------
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_ as a. United States District Judge for the District of 

Nebraska, in 1907 .Me was the first resident federal 

judge at Lincoln. In his many years of service, Judge 

Munger came to be recognized as one of the outstanding 

trial judges of tbe federal eystem. 

It was the p:rtvUege of Judge Delahant to 

$uece~ him and to take over the responSibility Of 

carrying on the fine tradition and high repute of the 

Lincoln judicial POSt, bOth here in Lincoln, throughout 

the State, and In the federal s ystemgenerally. Th1$ 

Judge J.)elehant has done, in a manner that not only has 

preserved the preceding lustre of the post but that. ill my 

opinion has even further e:gtended it. Judge Oelehant, 

too, has gained a name as one of the outstanding trial 

judges of the federal system. 

It 1s a rem3rkable fact that any individual 

judicial post should have become possessed of and have 

held an unbroken aura of this nature for 50 yeats, so that 

it now stands in the position of being able to claim a 
I 

golden anniversary of such traditioo and repute. It is in I 

the Ught of the fact of that golden $nniversary that I find I 
I 

double cause and increased measure tbt my congratU:lation~ 
to 1udge Van Pelt today. I 

1 think any Judge -has a spectal i 

fortunateness who i$ privileged to take over a post that I 
--------.-.------~--~~-J-------- .. 
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has come to have sueh an individuaUsUc, identifying 

standing. I therefore congratulate Judge Van Pelt on 

having the opportunity to step onto such a. splendid stage 

and setting. 

But more than this. I congratulate him on 

his having been selected as one deemed wQrthy and 

qualifted to carryon and still further extend 'the high 

eminence which Judge Munger and Judge Del@hant have 

given to the post which he is assuming. 

1f1 did n0t fE;let that I knew Judge van Pelt. 

not just personally but also fairly well ...... and I may 

interject that our acquaintanceship is one of more than 

30 years .... I would perhaps, with judicial restraint, allow 

my congratulations to stop here. 1 am bappy, however, 

to be able to go beyond these institutiQnallimlts, and to 

add a separate, personal measure of congratulations. 

Beeause I feel that 1 know Judge Van Peltts attributes, 

qu~Utles and capabilities, I would extend my 

congratulations to him most of aU upon this individual 

basis. 1 am certain that he eonstltutes in fact a. most 

worthy successor to judges Munger and Delehal'lt, and 

that he will carryon the work tn this Judicial post at 

Lineoln with the same high qualIty and repute that ha.ve 

given it its distinctive So--year aura in the -fooe):"·41 

judJc$.al system._~_b$Uev~ f~~~r_t~at ~~_:Ul ~~_~ __ -1--
. I 
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judl¢ial statute and, as he does, will not only preserve, but 

also exte:nd, the lU$tre and tradition of this particulU 

judg~$hip. 1 may add too that I think that he will, a~ 

well, acquire for himself a reputation in the trlal court 

field ..... though this is of the least importanc~ 

blstitutiQnally in th~ field Of jud~ctat service. F~ithfully 

servlng the cause of justice, and not ambit10naUy $eeldng 

to attain personal renown, is the real dedication ot a true 

judge. 

From what 1 have said, it necessarily 

follows that I would voice too a word of congra.tulation to 

the bar of the state, to the people of NebrMkl, and to the 

community ot Lincoln, that Judge Van Pelt has been 

chosen fot this position. 

Concluding, then, I once more vQice m.y 

Sincere congt4tulatlona to Judge Van Pelt, and I te~t 

that word of congratulations to the members of hiS f-$mUy, 

his r~latlves and his matty friends. As a memb~rOf tb@ 

federal judiciary, I add to this my best wlshe$ and a 

warm band of welcome to the Judicial. fold of the 8th 

Circuit of the United States. As time goes Oft, Judge 

Van Pelt. you will cOme to understand more fuUythe 

meaning of that welcome, as you have the opportunity to 

experience the spirit of unity, inte$l'4tion and 

dedication by which tht';) federal judiehtl system is 
I 

.-~--.-- .------... -.. ·········-----·-----r ------



l 
! 

l 
I 

--------~---------------

2 

3 
I 

4 I 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 II 
I 

15 
I 

16 

17 

18 I 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

._----------

26 
--- ---------~---

permeated, and as you find yourself realizing that you 

have today taken over. not just an individual jud1(dal 

post, but a pOSition of responsibility and concern as to 

the whole federal judl¢iat system, in this task ()f Oll1f'S of. 

achieving national justice. constitutionally and legally, 

so that freedom and democracy may endure. 

So again. Judge Van Pelt. my sincere 

congratul.atlotlS, my best wishes, and my hearty welcome 

to you. 

JUDGE ROBINSON: The next judge whom 1 shall 

call upon likewise needs no introduction to this group" 

He presided over tbis CQurt when he was serving as United 

States District Judge, and later was elevated to the United 

States Court of Appeals; Eighth Circuit. The beloved 

Honorable Joseph W. Woodtough. 

HON. JOSBPH W. WOODROUGH: Jud~ Van Pelt, 

every time 1 go down to work in the morning I pus under 

a ~at big sign that arches the driveway in whith I am 

proceeding and which proclaims to the world that OUf,' town 

of Omaha is the biggest packing center and livestock 

market on the face of the eartb. And it would be strange 

indeed if a man didn't take a :reasonable pride in being a 

citizen of 110 mean city. On the contrary, he takes great 
- - I 

pride in Omaha and its vast geography. I 

But when I cOme to Lincoln 1 see from afar I 
------------------------.-----.. -.-.~-- .. ------------------t------· 
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the beautiful and amazing cupola of the capitol, of the 

statehouse, where I know that devoted men are gathered, 

enlightened men, devoting themselves to the great 

problems of government, combating things that are wrong 

and fighting for better things. Many of them, year after 

year, have so labored under that great dome, that I feel 

good. as 1 come here. And then I come past the wonderful 

university; also $0 many, many devoted men who are 

learning and teaching to know better what is already known 

and then advancing into the unknown and doing a great work 

for all Of us. And then 1 go on the streets of Lincoln and 

.behold the marvelous youth that keeps you here, you know, 

like you ought to be: they look beautiful to me, so full of 

Ufe; full of enthusiasm, so full of hope. 

Now, one other thing. MyoId preceptor, 

Prank Irvine, who was on out Supreme Court many years 

ago, and hardly any of you remember him, I expect, but 

be was a teacher and a jurist. Well, he said to me, 

''There is no city on earth, t think, that affords a. mall 

more opportunity to llve a full life, to increase his 
i 

knowledge and his youthfulness and his happiness than the I 

city of Lincoln. There isn tt a soul in it that's ignorant. tt
l

l That's a fact; 1 don't believe there is. I never 
. I 

encountered one in many years here. I 

And then I come off the street and come lotol 
---~--------.- .-- .. --.-----~.-.--. j-~ 
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this room. and I say this beloved courtroom, and meet 

with thQse men of the bar, the learned men of the bat. the 

lawyers and the Judges. Yes, Roscoe Pound, it was. who 

tOOk pleasure in reminding us ftom time to time that tbe 

vocation we follow of law and judging is no mere oosiness 

and trading affair, but it is an honorable, it is a. learned 

and fine profession, honoring and respecting what t.he 

German says, "Everything that goes through the hea:rt on i 

the higher plane. U You find it here 1n Lincoln. 

I have always thought and I have always 

known of Robert VanPelt to be one of the men who 

embodies these high ideals that exist and alway:; continue 

In Lincoln. Every word that has been said in c.ompl1ment 

to him struck a responsive chord in my heart. 1 know 

it Is true. 

1 can't let the opportunity go because it 1s 

expected of a mart of my age and experience to give 

advice, not that anybOdy cates particularly (laughter), but j 

then you try to live reasonably up to expectations t 1 turn 
'" . , 

then to Robert Burns.! am hoping things for Van Pelt. 

and for a successful career for him, which 1 know he will 

have. 1 don't hope for bim that he won't en¢ounter much I 

human wickedness. Even in Lincoln we find some of that. II 

(Laughter) But maybe I might say not much of it. So I 

am hoping things for him. 1 am not hoping that he will I 

------------~------------------ -.--------.-------.--1------.-----.-
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do aU that be hopes to do because h~ hopes for a good d~al 

and tntends it, and he has taken this oath and b~ meNlS 

every word of it. 

Anell hope for him he won tt get bard$tted. 

even thoup you do meet some of those who fall by the 

wayside and don't Uve up to wbat I always think Qt as 
i 

L,lIiColn standards. 'You can 'I: expect that; you' c.'t e:spect i~ 

that. But on the other band ll'@call the 4ldvlc$ of Roben 

Burns that be gave his young friend.. "Ne~r COme to 
" , 

think that mankind 4t"e aU wieked. The tel1li downrlght 

hud~ned wicked that hive Rocheck but hUm2in taw are but' , 

few. no m$lter what it might appear sometimos. U h1 tit" 

grlndUtg dQWtl of the \tourt ..... and that'e my best hope .... 

never will he be bardenech never wUl be forget that th$re 

are an (twfullot of good peOple as weU as a few DId .es" 

JUD(.n~ ROBINSON: As all of you are undOUbtedly 

aware, tbose who havereaponded to the courtf
, 

Invlt«IM to 'peak thiS morning bave kept their f4unvbJ 

brief. As it 1s my desire to do likewise. I hav~ reduced 

my remarks to writmg aM should lUte to Uk )'Our' 

indulgence whUe 1 read them.. I shalt address myself to 

the ~ntleman In whose name and honor thle ceremony is 

~lni held. 

Before eontirudng. bow ever • 1 weuld 11ke to 

t4keth1s opportunity to $ay how gratifying and COmforting 
----~~~ -------~ -- - - - - -----~--.------------.-----~-----.. --... - -
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it is to know tbat the former chief judge of thts dlSttict aM I 

Judge Van Pelt, May I welcome you bOth 

$am~ time. as you will Boon find. reward8each of W$ 

with the tar greater .attsfae'tton of aceompltsbment tn. 

COfn.S f~om tbe day to day labore of that whicb we term 

4dmln!lteting justice, Pot' this 18 a service. a.s you well 

know. which 11$$ at the vety foundation of our demoerat1e \ 

$octet)". 

You brtng to the bench a knO\V1edp and 

undmtandmg of maAy fields, -gained from your act~ aM : 

praiseworthy work In religious. educatlonal(l and clyte 

affairs • Your abUtty u a preettetng lawyer I. belt 

att$$ted to by your fine reputation amongst your bretbrtn ' 

of tbe profession, and your numerous contributions that 

you hive made to the law itself. The record -f!!t rou:t lite 

ibow, without a doubt that you- possess a IEUtlle of Integrity i 
I 

and moral purpose tn the highest degree.. That you ire ! 
I 

ernlnfliutly qua1tfled for this position is beyond que."tiotl. 

and W~ are conftd4!tnt that the ~uaUty of your judi(d41 

30 

~--~~~--- --H----- -~~ .. --~----- .. -~--~-----------~-.-.---- .. ---- .. ---- -------------~----------- --j------- ---
! 



[ 

----- 'I 
I ------------ j! -- ----------------------------------------------- -- ----- --- ----

I 

131--
- - ------~~-- - -~-.--------------I..--------------

1 I 

2 1, 

3 

I 4 
L, 

5 II 

l 
II 
I' .1 

6 II 

71 
1 

81 

I 
9 I 

10
1 

1I1 
Ii 

12 I 

13 

14 I 

15 

16 

17 

18 I 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

career wUl -be an inspiration to all» 

We lwareUy w~lcome you. 

And now t re$liZing that thl,. 1$ no tNt$1 

matter. 1 am going to caU upon you to mak~ sueh 

response to this morning's ceremony as you dtlebre, 

Ladle .. and gentlem$n. the HonorCle Robert van ;P4ll1t. 

now Judge of the Unlt"Stat~$ District Court forth~ 

District of Nebraska" 

JUDGE ROBERT VAN PELT: Chief Judge 

RobitlSOU. brethren of the beneb and bar; and fr~ltd$l 

Your pr.s@nce here warms my h~_t. 

Words will not J)roperly ortlOmpletely ~xpre$lmy 

'Ppr@elation any more than words would substitute for 

)'Our pre$enee. 1 de thank each ot you .. Wblle tlUs: i. an 

oecaston when t should be Inn and not heard. you must 

rdU~e that I am not yet fat enough removed frOm tht 

pt.tt~e of law not to want to spelk whenever art 

opportunity is afforded. 1 do waltt to speakjl bOWev~r. 

~ause J want to publtcly thank Judge and Mrl. Deieillftt ' 

for their kindness to rny famlly and to me. At whit 1. 

fear 1$ great peJ:Psonal inconvenience. they Wfe l~lvmg 

Lincoln itt order that I. ootlte oath which I have thl$ fl., 
take., can designate my offictal station .L1ncolrt~ 

Nebt4sk«. Tbis generosity III cbaraeterllltic of ~ of :1: 

Utero and I would not permtt this hour to draw to a clO$e 
------------------~--~-------~- ---.-.----.-------.---- ---------~·-·------~----------f----------------
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wltl1QUt recognlzing this great personal favor. and 

expression of friendship. 

Likewlae, I caGnot take a place on thIs $lde 

of t~ bench ...... wldch doesD" seem IS high from tbJ$ std. 

u wilen seated at the counsel Utble .. ..,witbout feeUng 

bumble In remembetlng that two of thenatton·, gt~ate8t 

ttlal Judges, Thomu C. Munger t whose pictuf'$ 1100'1< 

up to at thfij r~ar of thl$ l'OOl'n. and John w. r.:>ileltint., wbo 

eits on my right, both lQfig~tlme pet$onal ftlends f ilav. 

precadedmo as the trial judges in tbls room. _ without i 

expressing tbe hope. nowevet+ und@served. that I part of 

their lUflter may shine, through me in serving jUltlee in 

this room. I reeogrdae that I oannot 1» a ThOrn .. C~ 

~~u.:r; 1 l'e¢Ogftiu that I cannot be a John W.. Deleh.aot) 

1 ~ec.tze that I am Mly SobVu P$lt. Pel"hipIJ _n the 

way Ufe moves that 1$ as it sbould 1)$. To baSk tn their 

reflected glQry ~d llev~r b@ a goa11n itself. ev~n 

though I would l1~e to emUlate their tine qualltleth I do 

$ollclt the cooperation of the bat. who have ~n s. 

pnerous tn tbe~ spoken words here .today._ and Of th@ 

public who will bes$tvtng as jurors aM wltMsse8 tn this 

court, tbat 1 too may be dedicated to the dob'l, 01 }Uitlce 

in this courtroom tblt tht.e distinguished JurI.$ts have 

gr~ so long and JO well. 

Some Of you know my own persMal 
-~- --- - ----- --~----- ~---- - - -- - --- -----------------,---------~----__l-.. -------
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pbUcsophy Ii for it has even bien publ1cly recorded" To 

me the gr0at~$t rule of conduct of the Holy $crtptut~ is 

not fOUnd in too New Teatament but in the word$ of Micah" 

"Por what: does the Lord require of th~e b~ to do . 
justly and tQ live mercy and to walk humbly w1tb . 
thy god," 

If from each of you, my friends, 1 may request one mote 

favor. it would be your prayer that 1 may do justly. that 

I may love mercy a.nd that In all these things I miy walk 

bumblywitb my God. 

And to you. Mr" Cbtef Judge Rebkts_. and 

to aU assembled here. my sincere thankS few m4ldng this , 

4avone that wUI live forever in my memory.. NO man 

deserves such fine frlc!ilKlI or $uch a fine family 'I God 

hu given m~. I am grateful. 

JUOOB ROB1NSON= Ladies and gentl'~H:nenfi Ott 

~half of Judge Van P@k and tbe court here thiS morrdllg I 

want to add my thankS for your appearance n.l"$ to botlor i 

Judge Van Pelt. We w111 shortly be In recess. Judge V.n i 

Pe.lt has advised me to suggest tbat he will b($ «v4llillbl~ 

tn chambers immediately aftor the oeremony. 

The marshal wUl now teceS$ court. 

(Whereupon court was adjourned~ followed by 

reoeptWtt in ehamber$. ) 
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(Reported and prepared by David Ii" Brown. 

ott!o1al Shorthand Rtporter. United States District court, 
District: of Nebrask, .. ) 
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