
Minutes of the 
Federal Practice Committee Meeting
Tuesday, May 12, 2009 - 12:00 p.m.
 Chambers of Judge Smith Camp

Roman L. Hruska U. S. Federal Courthouse, 3rd Floor
Omaha, Nebraska

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Federal Practice Committee for the U.S. District Court for the District of
Nebraska convened at 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, 2009, in the Chambers of Judge
Laurie Smith Camp in Omaha, Nebraska.  Judge Laurie Smith Camp called the meeting
to order.

2. INTRODUCTION OF ATTENDEES

In attendance were David Stickman, Prof. Michael Fenner, Jeanette Stull, Vincent
Valentino, Carlos Monzon, John Sharp, Melanie Whittamore-Mantzios, John J. Jolley, Jr.,
V. Gene Summerlin, Jr., Maren Chaloupka, Chief Judge Joseph Bataillon, Judge Laurie
Smith Camp, Magistrate Judge David L. Piester, Magistrate Judge Thomas D. Thalken,
Denise Lucks, Therese Bollerup, James Rowoldt, Timothy Connor, Terry Brownfield, and
Mary Buckley.  (Unable to attend were Joe Stecher, Charles Lowe, Prof.  Roger W. Kirst,
Sherman P. Willis, David Pederson, Judge Richard Kopf, Senior Judge Warren Urbom,
Senior Judge Lyle Strom, Magistrate Judge F.A. Gossett , Bankruptcy Judge Timothy
Mahoney and Chief Bankruptcy Judge Thomas Saladino.)

3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS COMMITTEE MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held August 15, 2008, were approved.  

4. FEDERAL PRACTICE COMMITTEE BUDGET 

Terry Brownfield reported on the status of the Federal Practice Fund.  (See
attachments 1 and 2).  Brownfield is exploring opportunities for greater interest yield on the
funds.   

5. REPORT FROM THE CLERK OF COURT

Clerk Denise Lucks reported on the state of the docket (see attachment), and on the
attorneys who have volunteered to accept IPF cases (see attachment). 
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6. COURTROOM TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR

David Stickman reported on the Courtroom Technology Seminar held on March 13,
2009, which was deemed a success by attorneys and staff in attendance.  Light
refreshments for the seminar were provided through the courtesy of the Federal Practice
Committee and the Federal Practice Fund.

7. SCHEDULE AND PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE COURT’S
LOCAL RULES/ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES

Mary Buckley, judicial clerk and chair of the Court's Local Rules subcommittee,
reported on the schedule for revisions of local rules.  Comments from lawyers are solicited
and should be directed to Susie Cordero (susie_cordero@ned.uscourts.gov) on or before
June 8, 2009.  The Local Rules subcommittee and the Docket and Local Rules Committee
will  review and consider the suggestions and recommend proposed amendments to the
Judicial Council for its October 30, 2009, meeting.     

8. REPORT FROM THE JUDGES 

Chief Judge Bataillon reported: 

A. There is once again pending in Congress a bill to authorize a fourth
(temporary) judgeship for the district of Nebraska.   

B. Substantial improvements to the North Platte Courthouse are expected in
connection with GSA's recent receipt of "stimulus" funds.

C. The Court will welcome designated representatives of the bar at its strategic
planning session on July 27, 2009.

D. The Court's new interim U.S. Marshal is Karen Thomas.

E. Attorneys serving on the Committee, including subcommittees, are
encouraged to meet on their own initiative.

 Judge Smith Camp reported: 

A. The 2009 Eighth Circuit Judicial Conference is for judges only.  (Judge
Bataillon noted that a request for funding for the conference may be
circulated to members of the Federal Practice Committee's Budget
Committee, despite the fact that this conference does not involve attorney
participation.  He recognized the concerns involved with such a request).
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The 2010 conference, open to lawyers, will be in Minneapolis on  August 11-
13, 2010. 

B. The re-enactment of the Trial of Standing Bear, presented at the Hruska
Courthouse following the Federal Practice Committee meeting, and the
permanent display commemorating Ponca Chief Standing Bear, were made
possible through the support of the Federal Practice Committee and its
allocation of funds for these historic community outreach projects.  Judge
Smith Camp distributed several handouts with history of the Ponca Tribe,
providing background for the afternoon's events.

C. The Federal Practice Committee was encouraged to consider planning for
continuing education programs, and to explore ways to ensure CLE credit for
such programs.

D. Professor Mark Scherer is working on a history of the U.S. District Court for
the District of Nebraska, covering the first 100 years or so, and the book is
expected to be completed in late 2010 or early 2011

9. ADJOURNMENT

The Committee adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  The next meeting of the Committee will be
scheduled for the fall, likely in connection with the NSBA conference.
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Docket End of 
Type Month 

Civil 597 
Criminal 580 
Total 1177 

State of the Docket Report 
US District Court of Nebraska 

For the Month of April 2009 

6 Month 6 Months to 1 Ito 2 
Pending Year Years 

263 168 128 
272 108 59 
535 276 187 

---------Totals---------

Judge Total 

JoseP.!LBataillon 333 
F. Gossett 23 
Richard KoRf 286 
David Piester 14 

Karen Schreier 1 
L_auri (LS.mitILC_amp 322 
Lyle Strom 132 
J homauhalken 21 
Warren Urbom 45 

Total: 11 77 

2 to 3 3 Years or 
Year More 

23 15 
31 l iD 
54 125 

Civil Criminal 

168 165 
23 0 
139 147 
14 0 
1 0 
146 176 
67 65 
19 2 
20 25 

597 580 
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