
Minutes of the 
Federal Practice Committee Meeting
Tuesday, May 12, 2009 - 12:00 p.m.
 Chambers of Judge Smith Camp

Roman L. Hruska U. S. Federal Courthouse, 3rd Floor
Omaha, Nebraska

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Federal Practice Committee for the U.S. District Court for the District of
Nebraska convened at 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, 2009, in the Chambers of Judge
Laurie Smith Camp in Omaha, Nebraska.  Judge Laurie Smith Camp called the meeting
to order.

2. INTRODUCTION OF ATTENDEES

In attendance were David Stickman, Prof. Michael Fenner, Jeanette Stull, Vincent
Valentino, Carlos Monzon, John Sharp, Melanie Whittamore-Mantzios, John J. Jolley, Jr.,
V. Gene Summerlin, Jr., Maren Chaloupka, Chief Judge Joseph Bataillon, Judge Laurie
Smith Camp, Magistrate Judge David L. Piester, Magistrate Judge Thomas D. Thalken,
Denise Lucks, Therese Bollerup, James Rowoldt, Timothy Connor, Terry Brownfield, and
Mary Buckley.  (Unable to attend were Joe Stecher, Charles Lowe, Prof.  Roger W. Kirst,
Sherman P. Willis, David Pederson, Judge Richard Kopf, Senior Judge Warren Urbom,
Senior Judge Lyle Strom, Magistrate Judge F.A. Gossett , Bankruptcy Judge Timothy
Mahoney and Chief Bankruptcy Judge Thomas Saladino.)

3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS COMMITTEE MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held August 15, 2008, were approved.  

4. FEDERAL PRACTICE COMMITTEE BUDGET 

Terry Brownfield reported on the status of the Federal Practice Fund.  (See
attachments 1 and 2).  Brownfield is exploring opportunities for greater interest yield on the
funds.   

5. REPORT FROM THE CLERK OF COURT

Clerk Denise Lucks reported on the state of the docket (see attachment), and on the
attorneys who have volunteered to accept IPF cases (see attachment). 
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6. COURTROOM TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR

David Stickman reported on the Courtroom Technology Seminar held on March 13,
2009, which was deemed a success by attorneys and staff in attendance.  Light
refreshments for the seminar were provided through the courtesy of the Federal Practice
Committee and the Federal Practice Fund.

7. SCHEDULE AND PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE COURT’S
LOCAL RULES/ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES

Mary Buckley, judicial clerk and chair of the Court's Local Rules subcommittee,
reported on the schedule for revisions of local rules.  Comments from lawyers are solicited
and should be directed to Susie Cordero (susie_cordero@ned.uscourts.gov) on or before
June 8, 2009.  The Local Rules subcommittee and the Docket and Local Rules Committee
will  review and consider the suggestions and recommend proposed amendments to the
Judicial Council for its October 30, 2009, meeting.     

8. REPORT FROM THE JUDGES 

Chief Judge Bataillon reported: 

A. There is once again pending in Congress a bill to authorize a fourth
(temporary) judgeship for the district of Nebraska.   

B. Substantial improvements to the North Platte Courthouse are expected in
connection with GSA's recent receipt of "stimulus" funds.

C. The Court will welcome designated representatives of the bar at its strategic
planning session on July 27, 2009.

D. The Court's new interim U.S. Marshal is Karen Thomas.

E. Attorneys serving on the Committee, including subcommittees, are
encouraged to meet on their own initiative.

 Judge Smith Camp reported: 

A. The 2009 Eighth Circuit Judicial Conference is for judges only.  (Judge
Bataillon noted that a request for funding for the conference may be
circulated to members of the Federal Practice Committee's Budget
Committee, despite the fact that this conference does not involve attorney
participation.  He recognized the concerns involved with such a request).
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The 2010 conference, open to lawyers, will be in Minneapolis on  August 11-
13, 2010. 

B. The re-enactment of the Trial of Standing Bear, presented at the Hruska
Courthouse following the Federal Practice Committee meeting, and the
permanent display commemorating Ponca Chief Standing Bear, were made
possible through the support of the Federal Practice Committee and its
allocation of funds for these historic community outreach projects.  Judge
Smith Camp distributed several handouts with history of the Ponca Tribe,
providing background for the afternoon's events.

C. The Federal Practice Committee was encouraged to consider planning for
continuing education programs, and to explore ways to ensure CLE credit for
such programs.

D. Professor Mark Scherer is working on a history of the U.S. District Court for
the District of Nebraska, covering the first 100 years or so, and the book is
expected to be completed in late 2010 or early 2011

9. ADJOURNMENT

The Committee adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  The next meeting of the Committee will be
scheduled for the fall, likely in connection with the NSBA conference.



Balance carryforward 12/31/08 $147,945.07

MONTH ATTY DEPOSITS INTEREST  RATE EXPENDITURES BALANCE
JANUARY 2,380.00$             1.25$          0.01% 1,497.65$              148,828.67$                
FEBRUARY 12,500.00$           -$            0.00% 692.50$                 160,636.17$                
MARCH 9,300.00$             -$            0.00% 240.86$                 169,695.31$                
APRIL -$                      -$             -$                       169,695.31$                
MAY -$                      -$             -$                       169,695.31$                
JUNE -$                      -$             -$                       169,695.31$                
JULY -$                      -$             -$                       169,695.31$                
AUGUST -$                      -$             -$                       169,695.31$                
SEPTEMBER -$                      -$             -$                       169,695.31$                
OCTOBER -$                      -$             -$                       169,695.31$                
NOVEMBER -$                      -$             -$                       169,695.31$                
DECEMBER -$                      -$             -$                       169,695.31$                
TOTALS 24,180.00$           1.25$          2,431.01$              169,695.31$                

PREPARED BY:  Terry Brownfield, Budget Analyst             DATE:          04/15/2009

REVIEWED BY:   Pat A. Williamson, Administrative Supervisor              DATE:          04/17/2009

CERTIFIED BY:                   DATE:  
Denise M. Lucks, Clerk of Court

U.S. DISTRICT COURT - DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA
FEDERAL PRACTICE FUND - SUMMARY

AS OF MARCH 31, 2009

4/20/2009
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Docket End of 
Type Month 

Civil 597 
Criminal 580 
Total 1177 

State of the Docket Report 
US District Court of Nebraska 

For the Month of April 2009 

6 Month 6 Months to 1 Ito 2 
Pending Year Years 

263 168 128 
272 108 59 
535 276 187 

---------Totals---------

Judge Total 

JoseP.!LBataillon 333 
F. Gossett 23 
Richard KoRf 286 
David Piester 14 

Karen Schreier 1 
L_auri (LS.mitILC_amp 322 
Lyle Strom 132 
J homauhalken 21 
Warren Urbom 45 

Total: 11 77 

2 to 3 3 Years or 
Year More 

23 15 
31 l iD 
54 125 

Civil Criminal 

168 165 
23 0 
139 147 
14 0 
1 0 
146 176 
67 65 
19 2 
20 25 

597 580 
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ature of Suit/Offense Codes 

CIVIL CODES 
A Socia l Security 

B PersonallnjurylProduct Liability 

C Prisoner Petitions 

D Forfeiture and P nalt ies and Tax Sillts 

E Real Property 

F Labor SuilS 
G Contracts 

CRIMINAL FELONY CODES 
A Marijuana 

B All Other Drugs 

C lnunigrat ion 

D Firearms and Explosives 

E fraud 

F Violent Offenses 

G Sex Offenses 

H Torts(Other than Personal/lnjurylProduct Liability) B Forgery and Counterfeiting 

I Copyright. Patent. and Trademark I Larceny and TI,eft 

J Civil Rigbts J Justice System Offenses 

K Antitrust K Regulatory Offen s 

L All Other Civil L All Other Crinlinal Felony Cases 
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List of Attorneys Willing to Accept Civil IFP Appointments
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List of Attorneys Willing to Accept Civil IFP Appointments

Background
The Federal Practice Committee decided during its August 15, 2008, meeting to
compile a current list of attorneys who are willing to accept appointments in civil
in forma pauperis cases.   In conjunction with the 2009/2010 attorney renewal 
process, attorneys were asked the following question: "Are you willing to accept
appointments in civil in forma pauperis cases?"  The list below indicates those
attorneys who answered "yes" to this question.

Name Address

Achigbu, Mariette C. 1904 Farnam Street Suite 302
Omaha, NE 68102

Barber, Terry K. Barber, Barber Law Firm
P.O. Box 4555
Lincoln, NE 68504-0555

Bataillion, Aimee Spencer, Fane Law Firm
9420 Underwood Avenue Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68114-6608

Baumert, Michaelle L. Husch, Blackwell Law Firm
1620 Dodge Street Suite 2100
Omaha, NE 68102

Bauer, Lucinda 5431 Auburn Boulevard, Suite 218
Sacramento, CA 95841

Bianco, William J. 2426 South 179th Street
Omaha, NE 68130

Birkel, James L. Egr, Birkel Law Firm
P.O. Box 46
David City, NE 68632

Bligh, Shawna Session Law Firm
2600 Grand Boulevard Suite 440
Kansas City, MO 64108
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Bourne, Pamela Spencer, Fane Law Firm
9420 Underwood Avenue Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68114-6608

Bradford III, Dana C. 1620 Dodge Street #1800
Omaha, NE 68102-1505

Brandon, Kelly Spencer, Fane Law Firm
9420 Underwood Avenue Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68114-6608

Brandt, Jonathan R. Carney Law Firm
P.O. Box 1776
Norfolk, NE 68702-1776

Borlin, Craig H. 5815 Florence Boulevard
Omaha, NE 68110-1034

Cappellano, Karin E. 7602 Pacific Street Suite 222
Omaha, NE 68114

Carter, John M. Carter Law Firm
3737 Dodge Street Suite 100
Omaha, NE 68131

Clark, Jeffrey Bossett Kirkland, Ellis Law Firm
655 15th Street NW, Suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20005

Collins, Denise W. Jewell, Collins Law Firm
P.O. Box 1367
Norfolk, NE 68702

Confer, Rodney M. Knudsen, Berkheimer Law Firm
3800 VerMaas Place Suite 200
Lincoln, NE 68502

Connor, James E. Connor Law Office
2027 Dodge Street
400 Scoular Building
Omaha, NE 68102

Cottam, Glenda L. Cottam Psychological Services



Name Address

List of Attorneys Willing to Accept Civil IFP Appointments

Page 3 of  11

1246 Golden Gate Drive, Suite 4
Papillion, NE 68046

Cruz, Kevin J. Dornan, Lustgarten Law Firm
1403 Farnam Street Suite 232 
Omaha, NE 68102

Dahlquist, Rodney C. 2665 North 93rd Street
Apartment 101
Omaha, NE 68134

Decamp, John W. Decamp Legal Services
414 South 11th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508-2104

Decker, Michael J. Decker Law Offices
1904 Farnam Street, Suite 726
Omaha, NE 68102

Delaney, Steve M. Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson & Oldfather, L.L.P.
233 South 13th Street
1900 US Bank Building
Lincoln, NE 68508

DeLay, Thomas H. Jewell, Collins Law Firm
P.O. Box 1367
Norfolk, NE 68702

Dickinson, Joshua Spencer, Fane Law Firm
9420 Underwood Avenue Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68114-6608

Doele, Jason S. Jewell, Collins Law Firm
P.O. Box 1367
Norfolk, NE 68702

Domina, David A. Domina Law Firm
2425 South 144th Street
Omaha, NE 68144

Dornan, Stuart J. Dornan, Lustgarten Law Firm
1403 Farnam Street Suite 232 
Omaha, NE 68102
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Eaton, David 4913 Underwood Avenue
Omaha, NE 68132

Ebsen, Ann E. Ebsen Law Office
103 Highland Street
Papillion, NE 68046

Egr, James M. Egr, Birkel Law Firm
P.O. Box 46
David City, NE 68632

Eichmann, Justin D. 1620 Dodge Street #1800
Omaha, NE 68102-1505

Ekeh, Vincent M. 1904 Farnam Street, Suite 611
Omaha, NE 68102

Elliott,  Audrey M. 1715 11th Street
P.O. Box 340
Gering , NE 69341

Ellis, John P. 1620 Dodge Street #1800
Omaha, NE 68102-1505

Enenbach, Mark F. First National Tower, Suite 3700
1601 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE 68102

Erwin-Loncke, Kim Loncke Law Firm
319 South 17th Street, Suite 530
Omaha, NE 68102

Fries, Dana Kay Credit Management
P.O. Box 1512
Grand Island, NE 68802

Gardner,  Tara L. Gardner Law Office
1024 K Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

Garvey, Joan 8805 Indian Hills Drive, Suite 300
Omaha, NE 68114

Golden, Jocelyn Knudsen, Berkheimer Law Firm
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3800 VerMaas Place Suite 200
Lincoln, NE 68502

Gooch,  Michael D. 1004 South 131st Avenue
Omaha, NE 68154

Griffin, Wayne E. P.O. Box 911
North Platte, NE 69103-0911

Hartis, Jacqueline Session Law Firm
2600 Grand Boulevard Suite 440
Kansas City, MO 64108

Hartman-Nelson, Staci L. 1625 Farnam Street, Suite 730
Omaha, NE 68102

Heida, John M. Heida Law Firm
804 Shag Bark Court
Bellevue, NE 68005

Hippe, Robert O. 2425 Circle Drive, Suite 200
Scottsbluff, NE 69361

Hoffman, Ryan Anderson, Bressman Law Firm
11440 West Center Road, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68144

Howard, Joseph L. Gallup & Schaefer Law Firm
1001 Farnam Street, 3rd Floor
Omaha, NE 68102

Jenkins, Melvin L. Stennis Law Firm
300 South 19th Street, Suite 216
Omaha, NE 68102

Johnson, Gerald D. 505 Main Street
Plattsmouth, NE 68048

Johnson, Karisa D. Engdahl, Koukol Law Firm
1623 Farnam Street Suite 300
Omaha, NE 68102

Jorde, Brian E. Domina Law Firm
2425 South 144th Street
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Omaha, NE 68144

Jung, Emily L. Hotz, Weaver Law Firm
444 Regency Parkway Drive, Suite 310
Omaha, NE 68114

Kane, Nora M. Stinson, Morrison Law Firm
1299 Farnam Street Suite 1501
Omaha, NE 68102

Kelley, James M. Kelley Law Firm
811 South 13th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

Kinney, Michael F. 8805 Indian Hills Drive, Suite 300
Omaha, NE 68114

Kosmicki, Bobbi J. P.O. Box 80052
Lincoln, NE 68501

Lamm, Cynthia R. Baylor, Evnen, Curtiss, Grimit & Witt, LLP
1248 O Street, Suite 600
Lincoln, NE 68508

Langemach, Norman 1141 H Street
P.O. Box 83104
Lincoln, NE 68501-3104

Lee, Clifford T. 1005 South 107th Avenue, Suite 101
Omaha, NE 68114

LeJune, Dana A. LeJune Law Firm
3006 Brazos Street
Houston, TX 77006

Lewis, Ryan J. 6767 Grover Street, First Floor
Omaha, NE 68106

Lohaus, Sheryl L. Gross, Welch Law Firm
2120 South 72nd Street
Suite 1500, Omaha Tower
Omaha, NE 68124

Lust, Jeanelle R. Knudsen, Berkheimer Law Firm
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3800 VerMaas Place Suite 200
Lincoln, NE 68502

Lustgarten, Christine A. Dornan, Lustgarten Law Firm
1403 Farnam Street Suite 232 
Omaha, NE 68102

Martin, George Spencer, Fane Law Firm
9420 Underwood Avenue Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68114-6608

Matusheski, Timothy J. P.O. Box 1421
Waynesboro, MS 39367

McCoy, Kevin J. Smith, Gardner Law Firm
8712 West Dodge Road, Suite 400
Omaha, NE 68114

McGowan, Richard P. 1904 Farnam Street #725
Omaha, NE 68102

McQueen, Mark Spencer, Fane Law Firm
9420 Underwood Avenue Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68114-6608

Messbarger, Merrill Spencer, Fane Law Firm
9420 Underwood Avenue Suite 200
Omaha, NE 68114-6608

Mester, Mark S. Latham & Watkins LLP
233 South Wacker Drive, Suite 5800
Chicago, IL 60606

Meuret, James P. 101 Franklin Street
P.O. Box 146
Brunswick, NE 68720

Mitchell, Alton E. P.O. Box 31280
Omaha, NE 68131

Mitchell, James S. 1005 South 107th Avenue, Suite 101
Omaha, NE 68114

Moats, Rex P.O. Box 307
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Elkhorn, NE 68027

Mondou, Darla J. 11201 North Anway Road
Marana, AZ 85653

Morris, Nancy T. Stinson, Morrison Hecker LLP
1299 Farnam Street, Suite 1501
Omaha, NE 68102

Muia, Paul M. 1904 Farnam Street #605
Omaha, NE 68102

Nicholls, Brent 300 South 19th Street Suite 300
Omaha, NE 68102

Nisley, James R. Nisley Law Firm
P.O. Box 204
North Platte, NE 69103-2024

Pavelka Jr., Donald Locher, Pavelka Law Firm
2002 Douglas Street
Suite 200, The Omaha Club
Omaha, NE 68102

Peterson, Mark J. Stinson, Morrison Law Firm
1299 Farnam Street Suite 1501
Omaha, NE 68102

Peterson, Michael R. Hotz, Weaver Law Firm
444 Regency Parkway Drive, Suite 310
Omaha, NE 68114

Polack, James 3814 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE 68131-3111

Raffety, Mark D. 2425 South 144th Street
Omaha, NE 68144

Rasmussen, Wayne S. 1005 South 107th Avenue, Suite 101
Omaha, NE 68114

Sayles, Chelsea Sayles Law Office
319 South 17th Street, Suite 604
Omaha, NE 68102
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Sellers, John A. Sellers Law Office
P.O. Box 848
Grand Island, NE 68802

Session, William Session Law Firm
2600 Grand Boulevard Suite 440
Kansas City, MO 64108

Sewell, Ryan M. Stuart Tinley Law Firm LLP
310 West Kanesville Blvd, Second Floor
Council Bluffs, IA 51503

Schmid ,Kim M. Bowman, Brooke Law Firm
150 South 5th Street Suite 3000
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4244

Shannon, Nancy Shannon Law Firm
3930 South Street
Lincoln, NE 68506

Simon, Jeff Husch, Eppenberger Law Firm-Kansas City
1200 Main Street, Suite 1700
Kansas City, MO 64105

Sloan, Michael M. Johnson & Associates
2288 Branch Mill Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420

Speicher, Stephen 421 South 9th Street, Suite 205
Lincoln, NE 68508-2245

Spence, Michael K. Dornan, Lustgarten Law Firm
1403 Farnam Street Suite 232 
Omaha, NE 68102

Sullivan, Timothy P. 1517 N. Cotner Boulevard
Lincoln, NE 68505

Tighe, David W. Harker Law Firm
11620 Arbor Street, Suite 202
Omaha, NE 68144

Troia, Jason E. Dornan, Lustgarten Law Firm
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1403 Farnam Street Suite 232 
Omaha, NE 68102

Tripp, Adam R. Tripp Law Office
P.O. Box 375
Fremont, NE 68026

Ubbinga, Lori A. 705 Douglas Street, Suite 635
Sioux City, IA 51101

Upton, Ranae B. 10930 South 180th Street
Omaha, NE 68136

Van Ackeren, Joe Session Law Firm
2600 Grand Boulevard Suite 440
Kansas City, MO 64108

Virgil, Steven M. Wake Forest University School of Law
Worrell Professional Center
P.O. Box 7206
Winston-Salem, NC 27109

Walz, James R. Fowler, Walz Law Firm
209 South 19th Street, Suite 525
Omaha, NE 68102

Warin, Edward G. 1650 Farnam Street
Omaha, NE 68102

Wells, Judith A. 1905 Harney Street
Suite 640
Omaha, NE 68102

Whitner, Eric L. 1905 Harney Street
Suite 640
Omaha, NE 68102

Willborn, Steven L. University of Nebraska College of Law
42nd and Fair Streets
Lincoln, NE 68583-0902

Wolf, Kylie A. Walentine, O’Toole Law Firm
P.O. Box 540125
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Omaha, NE 68154-0125

Wollmer, Timothy J. Engles, Ketcham Law Firm
1700 Farnam Street
Suite 1350, Woodmen Tower
Omaha, NE 68102

Zeilinger, Lori A. Zeilinger Law Firm
P.O. Box 297
Grant, NE 69140




